‘To Reveal Jesus to all people’


‘REVEAL’
Edition 6 - December 2011
December is a very busy time of year for the Church, as we all know. We must all pray for our leaders and all involved in the planning of Church events over this time, may the true message of Christmas prevail, whether it be in the nativities with the young children, lunches for the elderly, Carol Services or Christingle preparations. We must also remember those less fortunate at this time, those without a home, living on the streets or without family and friends for support. The local charity, Framework, is always obvious at this time of year and along with Emmanuel House is a source of hope within our county. Take time to consider those less obviously in need also, your neighbour without family close by, frail or struggling financially – Christmas is a time when your support is needed. 

For those of you who haven’t had chance yet, don’t forget to check out ‘The Nativity Factor’, created by ITN Productions via www.thenativityfactor.com, creative interpretations of the Nativity story. 

Many of you will be following the progress of Chris Easton, with interest. He has continued with his updates in this edition, including details of a new ‘Messy Church’ and to add to our updates, we also have one on Food Banks by Andy Morris. If anyone would like to get in contact with Andy to offer support to this vital cause please contact him via e-mail andy-morris@ntlworld.com  

May I wish you all a happy and healthy Christmas and New Year. Please send me your inputs for the first edition of REVEAL, anytime before January – lisa.maddison@gmail.com 

FOODBANK for Bestwood Area – update by Andy Morris. 

I wish to keep you informed on the progress of opening a food bank in the Bulwell and Bestwood area of North Nottingham (all of Nottingham Area 1 and the Bestwood section of Area 2). 
We have met several times and had representatives from the Bestwood Six and other churches in the Bulwell and Bestwood areas. We have decided to look to opening around February 2012 with the intention of working with all those interested in the area.
We are in negotiation with the Trussell Trust to be the sponsoring organisation and hopefully set up an independent Charitable Trust to manage the Bank. 
We have applied for grant funding initially from the Church Urban Fund who give seed grants to enable projects like this one to start. We are looking to the churches in the area to also give support both financially and through volunteers.
At this moment in time we have £260 towards the funding given from a collection at our last joint Sunday evening service at Peoples Church and several of the Bestwood Six have promised funds. However to gain affiliation to the Trussell Trust we need an initial commitment of £1500 which enables us to use all their materials such as Logo’s, training material and a comprehensive operations manual and ongoing support. This may seem expensive however it will save us £1000s in time and effort over the set up and running process in the weeks and months to come. 
December 
Saturday 3rd December – 6pm – 7.30pm - Candlelight Walk and Carols with St Mark’s and Emmanuel Churches meeting together in Bestwood Country Park.

Saturday 3rd December to 11th December  Christmas Tree Festival - St Mary Magdalene Church, Newark. Over 90 trees on display, decorated by a wide range of organisations, businesses and schools. Stalls: Christmas gifts and cards, children’s toys and clothes, jewellery and many other items. Home-made refreshments and seasonal music, including live choral singing. Open: Saturdays, 9.30am-5pm; Sundays 4 & 11: 11am-4pm; Mon 5 – Fri 9: 10am-5pm. 'Carols of Praise’ on Sun 11, 6pm followed by the raffle draw. Further details: 01636 706473 from 9am-4pm (except lunchtimes) or 01636 611778 from 9am-1pm. Entry: £2 per adult; 20p per child.
Sunday 4th December – Christingle Service – St Matthews and St Philips, 4.30pm. 

Thursday 8th December -  Nottingham Welcome Project invites you to an 'Advent Gospel Concert', presented by BBC Radio Nottingham's Frances Finn with special guests the University of Sheffield Gospel Choir and Pilgrim Sacred Dancers. 7.45pm (doors open from 7.15pm), St Stephen’s Church, Bobbers Mill Road, Hyson Green, NG7 5GZ. Estimated running time: 90 minutes including interval serving hot and cold drinks and mince pies. Dress warmly!
Tickets from St Stephen’s church office Tues-Fri 10am – 1pm or the Vine community centre, Fridays 2pm-6pm. Adults £3, NUS £2, Children (age 4+) £1.50. Free to asylum seekers (with NASS card).
Friday 9th December, 6.30 – 10pm – Family Disco at Emmanuel. 

Sunday 11th December – Boys Brigade Nativity at St Mark’s, 10.30am.
Sunday 11th December – Faith and Light Christmas Special, 3pm, Bestwood Park Church. Everyone is welcome to join us; we have fun, food, friendship, songs, bible stories, crafts and more. See our website for more information – nottinghamnorthfaithandlight.webplus.net – our community is part of a world-wide ecumenical Christian movement of over 1600 Faith and Light communities. We meet together for worship celebrations once a month in the afternoon, usually the 3rd Sunday and always at Bestwood Park Church, 3pm. Please come along, you will be very welcome.  
Sunday 11th December, 4pm - Christingle Meet in the Emmanuel church hall for a light tea and Christmas Crafts before going into church for lighting of Christingles. 
Sunday 11th December -  Anyone interested in hearing more about Revd Dr Alison Milbank's plans for an Advent study pilgrimage on 'The Land: Gift, promise and Challenge in Biblical Faith' and/or the Bible studies associated with it next Autumn is invited to tea and cakes in Sacrista Prebend Retreat House, Westgate, Southwell at 4.45pm. All welcome.
Sunday 18th December, 10.30am – Carol Service at St Mark’s with the Bestwood Black Diamond Band and Male Voice Choir. 
Sunday 18th December – Carol Service 6pm at Emmanuel with the Bestwood Black Diamond Band. 

Thursday 22nd December – Toddler Christmas Service, 9.30am –at Emmanuel Church. All welcome. 
Christmas Eve – Crib Service – 4pm at Emmanuel Church. 

Christmas Eve – Crib Service – 6pm at St Mark’s Church. 

Christmas Eve – Midnight Communion and Service – 11pm at St Matthews and St Philips. 

Christmas Eve – Midnight Communion – 11.30pm at Emmanuel Church. 

Christmas Day – Family Celebration – 9.30am at Emmanuel Church. 

Christmas Day – Family Celebration – 10.30am at St Mark’s Church. 

Christmas Day – Holy Communion – 10.30am at St Matthews and St Philips.  

January and 2012 events. 
Sunday 15th January, 4pm – Confirmation Group. If you would like to look a little deeper at your faith or would like to consider Confirmation Elizabeth Snowden is running a short course starting on the 15th January. This will culminate at the Nottingham North Deanery Confirmation Service on Sunday 22nd April.
Thursday 19th January, 7.30 pm. - Do you have questions about God and Jesus? - Would you like to explore your questions in a warm friendly atmosphere. Elizabeth is holding a short six week group beginning on Thursday 19th at 7.30pm. If you would like to know more ring Elizabeth 0115 920 8879. 
Saturday 21st January 2012 – Iron Sharpens Iron – A day for men of all ages to make a difference. Hosted by CVM and New Wine with Carl Beech, Mark Melluish and Anthony Delaney at The Forum Hall, Wythenshawe, Manchester. Call Greg on 0115 8401689 for more information. 
Wednesday 29th February, 7.30 – 9pm – The “Bestwood 6” Youth and Kids Leaders Meeting. Taking place at the Church on Rise Part. Many thanks from Chris to all who attended the first meeting. We  shared what is going on across our churches and started discussing how we can be more joined up and help each other. A blog has been launched to share ideas and resources: http://bestwood6youthand kidswork.blogspot.com/

23rd March – 1st April 2012 – 12 places are left on a Holy Land Pilgrimage – ‘The Fifth Gospel’ – a Lent Pilgrimage to the Holy Land and Palestine led by the Venerable Peter Hill, Archdeacon of Nottingham. A full brochure can be obtained from his office on 01636 817206 or e-mail:archdeacon-pa@southwell.anglican.org. 
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Messy Church is a creative form of church which is aimed at young families.  It has three elements - Welcome and arts and crafts, worship and creative bible teaching and the final element is food and hospitality. We are planning to launch Messy Church in February at Bestwood Park Church and we will start by doing it monthly on a Thursday between 4.30 until 6pm.

The dates we are planning to do it are ;

23rd Feb, 22nd Mar, 26th April, 24th May and 28th June

There are loads of ways you can get involved;

- Welcoming people

- Doing the registers

- Helping with the food and refreshments

- Helping to set up and tidy up afterwards

- Helping with the arts and crafts

- Being part of the planning team

If you are interested in getting involved please contact Chris Easton, 07828970959, chris.easton1@googlemail.com
Update from Chris Easton, our Community Minister
Thank you to everyone for your positive feedback and your prayers from what I wrote in November’s Reveal.  During the past couple of months I have met with the head teachers at Westglade and Henry Whipple Primary Schools who were both very positive.  I have started doing assemblies at both these primary schools and on a Wednesday lunch times I am also going into Henry Whipple each week. I have met with the head teacher from Top Valley School and talked about coming in to start helping with assemblies and possibly help out during a lunch hour once a week in the New Year.  In the New Year I also have an assembly at Big Wood School and on Thursday mornings I will be going in each week to deliver lessons to Year 7 which is an incredible opportunity.

Please give thanks for these opportunities and doors which are beginning to open.

Stuff to pray for:

· Funding application to the District and National Methodist funds from Nottingham  North Circuit.  We are applying for funding for three students from St Johns who will be training to become youth workers and children workers. One would be based at Hucknall Central Methodist and two would be based with us.

· The launch of Messy Church at Bestwood Park Church in February

· During November / December we have been doing a questionnaire to young people who live in Top Valley and Rise Park.  We are hoping to launch an area youth forum.  Please pray for a positive response from the young people who have said they are interested.

Thanks again for all your support and encouragement

God Bless
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Please pray….

....for the FoodBank inititive to receive the £1500 needed to commence with the Trussell Trust. 

....our Leaders as they commence the hectic schedule required of them during Christmas. 

....the Framework Charity and all the homeless and vulnerable people they help and support.

....children throughout the world as they enjoy the fame of their Nativity roles. Pray they understand the significance of Christmas Day. 
‘We are a community united by Gods’ Love. Our values: Caring, Compassion, Consistency, Collaboration’


