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Since the Bestwood 6 was established we have been revealing Jesus to all people in many ways, and the coming weeks continues with this, improving as we go. Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes, Foodbanks, ITN Productions, Coffee Mornings, Children’s events are just a few ways in which we plan to be united during November. This culminates at the end of the month with a united service to mark the start of Advent and conclude the sermon series which we have all been sharing and journeying together on during October and November.  
Well done and thank you to anyone who has already contributed a Shoebox to Samaritians Purse for their Operation Christmas Child Appeal this year. St Mark’s have already collected almost 30 boxes with many more expected from Emmanuel Church and Rise Park Cub Group. May the boxes of delight bring happiness to thousands of children overseas. This year’s collection is even more exciting for anyone who has donated as we can track our very own shoebox to know where it will bring joy.    

Various meetings have taken place during the last month on the ‘Foodbank’ initiative for our area. This is moving ahead rapidly with the agreement on a central storage area, suggestions on distribution points and potential weekdays for each to operate. Many volunteers will be needed to ensure this project is a success and support those in our community, who are in urgent need of food parcels. So if you are interested in helping please let your local representative know or e-mail lisa.maddison@gmail.com, who will forward your details on. Volunteers are needed in many areas, stock control, counseling, staffing coffee shop, food collection from the expected ‘partner’ supermarkets, to name a few. 

For anyone who has ever wanted to produce their own film ITN Productions invite you! ITN have launched a new festive competition online and via social media to find the most creative interpretation of the story of the Nativity. The Nativity Factor will invite people to script, produce and submit their own films about the timeless story of the Nativity. Entries will be judged on creativity, style and story, from traditional storytelling to off-the-wall interpretations. The Nativity Factor welcomes all corners with the strapline “One story. Thousands of storytellers”. Videos should be submitted via www.thenativityfactor.com – having looked at the site, it’s good entertainment just to be in the audience! Take a look for yourselves….
Chris Easton has another update for us on his recent progress, so read on for this and the events planned within the Bestwood 6 for November and onwards ……

“Bestwood 6” Youth Discipleship Group

A group of young people from across the Bestwood churches met at Chris and Heather’s home on Sunday 30th October.  There were young people from Emmanuel, The Church on Rise Park and St Philips / St Matthews.  The group played some games together and chatted about what it would like to do in the future.  We are going to meet once a fortnight on a Sunday afternoon in “Stella’s Space” at The Church on Rise Park and we will have some fun together, spend time worshipping God creatively, discussing and getting into the Bible and praying for each other.
Below are the dates for when we are planning to meet;
· Sunday 13th November 2 – 4.30pm 

· Sunday 27th November 2 – 4.30pm 

· Sunday 11th December 2 – 4.30pm 

· Friday 16th or Saturday 17th December Social Event?????

· Sunday 8th January 2 – 4.30pm 

· Sunday 22nd January 2 – 4.30pm 
· Sunday 5th February 2 – 4.30pm 

· Sunday 26th February 2- 4.30pm 

· Sunday 11th March 2 – 4.30pm 
· Sunday 25th March 2 – 4.30pm 

We also nattered briefly about going to Soul Survivor together.  Soul Survivor is a massive Christian festival which is held each summer.  Check out www.soulsurvivor.com.   We could potentially go to ‘Week C’ which is happening at Shepton Mallet in Somerset 12th – 17th August 2012.  
If you would like more info about the group please contact Chris Easton on chris.easton1@googlemail.com   or 07828970959

November 

Friday 11th November, 7 - 10pm - Emmanuel church ladies pamper & social night, Emmanuel Church Hall. Tickets £2.50 in advance or £3.00 purchased at the door. Please contact Joy on 9190686 or Julia & Karen at the church. All treatments are between £3 - £5 & lot's of stall's.

Sunday 13th November – 6pm. Prayer and Praise, in the form of Celtic Communion at the Church at Rise Park. A Lay Led service, including refreshments, with communion led by Emmanuel.  
Wednesday 16th November - A celebration of the 400th Anniversary of the King James Bible - A series of three lectures in the Great Hall of Nottingham University. The final lecture by Dr Paul Cavill -  
 ‘A word in season: the King James Bible and English’ 
Further details on the lectures available from Jacky - 0115 951 3931. 
Saturday 19th November - Deanery Men’s Event at St Patrick’s community hall from 8.30 am, breakfast included! Mr Owen Cole, Consultant Urologist will be speaking on ‘Men’s Health Issues’. Booking is essential via David Tyers on 0115 9522106 ASAP.
Saturday 19th November - Coffee Morning / Mini Fayre at Bestwood Park Church, starting at 11.00am until 1.00pm. 
Roll up, roll up, see if you can find a bargain or two from our many stalls which include:-
2 Raffles, Tombola (prize every time which is food), Bric a Brac, New Gifts, Christmas Gifts, Cake Stall, and of course refreshments.  All the proceeds will be split between Action for Children and Bestwood Park Church.

Sunday 20th November – Faith and Light Community Meeting, 3pm at Bestwood Park Church. ‘Exploring the Five Senses’. – Our community is built on the principles that everyone who wishes to worship Jesus Christ is warmly invited to come along to the Community meetings regardless of their disability or ability. Faith and Light is an International Christian Community bringing together people with learning disabilities, their family, friends and carers. Everyone is welcome to join us. Please see the new website – (nb – no www) nottinghamnorthfaithandlight.webplus.net     
Tuesday 22nd November - Pre-Advent Study Day with Paula Gooder. ‘The Meaning is in the Waiting’. 10am - 4pm, St Michaels Church, Bramcote, booking is essential via Rachel Shock, Deanery Administrator. £10 charge. 
Wednesday 23rd November - Attention everyone involved in helping with children and young people’s groups across the Bestwood 6 Churches!!! Please put this date into your diaries 7.30 - 9pm. We are going to meet up together to hear all about what we are doing for and with children and young people across the Bestwood 6 churches and starting to think how we might work more closely together. We are going to meet at Rise Park Church. If you can come please let Chris Easton know chris.easton1@googlemail.com 07828970959.

Thursday 24th November – City Debate – Faith and the Economy. Organised by the Interfaith Council as a key part of Nottingham’s Interfaith Week, the debate will include speakers from four different faiths, including the Revd Christopher Harrison. Commences at 5.30 pm at St Peter’s Church, Nottingham. 
Saturday 26th November - Murder Mystery Evening Emmanuel Church Hall 7pm. Solve the crime as you dine. 3 course meal plus coffee and mints. This will be our eleventh murder mystery evening. 
"Death by the Old Market Square"
Admission only by pre booked ticket - £11 per person (due to catering)
Further details from ron-mills@hotmail.co.uk or 'phone 9208411.
All profits to church funds. 
Sunday 27th November – Darkness to Light United Service at St Mark’s, Bestwood Village, 6pm. Bringing our missional prayers together as a group of Churches, to celebrate the beginning of Advent. 

December and onwards …..
Thursday 1st December - Bestwood Christmas Lights Switch-on, 4 - 6.30pm. Incredible opportunity to engage with the community. Help requested with refreshments and craft activities - please inform Chris Easton is you can support. 

Friday 2nd December – Bestwood Village Christmas Lights Switch-on. Village Hall opens from 6.30pm with various stalls and refreshments, followed by the lights switch on at 7pm. Christmas Carols accompanied by Bestwood Black Diamond Band.   

Saturday 3rd December – Candlelight Walk and Carols. More information to follow. 

Sunday 11th December – Faith and Light Christmas Special, 3pm, Bestwood Park Church. Everyone is welcome to join us; we have fun, food, friendship, songs, bible stories, crafts and more. See our website for more information – nottinghamnorthfaithandlight.webplus.net – our community is part of a world-wide ecumenical Christian movement of over 1600 Faith and Light communities. We meet together for worship celebrations once a month in the afternoon, usually the 3rd Sunday and always at Bestwood Park Church, 3pm. Please come along, you will be very welcome.  

Saturday 21st January 2012 – Iron Sharpens Iron – A day for men of all ages to make a difference. Hosted by CVM and New Wine with Carl Beech, Mark Melluish and Anthony Delaney at The Forum Hall, Wythenshawe, Manchester. Call Greg on 0115 8401689 for more information. 

23rd March – 1st April 2012 – 12 places are left on a Holy Land Pilgrimage – ‘The Fifth Gospel’ – a Lent Pilgrimage to the Holy Land and Palestine led by the Venerable Peter Hill, Archdeacon of Nottingham. A full brochure can be obtained from his office on 01636 817206 or e-mail:archdeacon-pa@southwell.anglican.org. 
Read on for news from Chris Easton ……

Update from Chris Easton our Community Minister
Some of the things I have been up to during October;

· Assemblies and services in Gladehill, Stanstead and Southglade Primary Schools

· Visited Margaret Clitheroe and Rise Park Primary Schools

· Visited The Ridge play centre and William Old Youth Centre and met with the staff on separate occasions.

· Attended Nottingham Area 1 community meeting

· Met with all the councillors for the Bulwell Forest Ward

· Attended the Rise Park Action Group

· Had meetings with church leaders from People’s Church and Arnold Road Evangelical Church

· Met with Director of Nottingham Youth for Christ

· Attended Methodist Circuit meetings and also Deanery meetings

· Visited our various children and youth groups

· Spoken and led services at Bestwood Park and The Church on Rise Park 

· Visited St Philips and Emmanuel on a Sunday

· Attended Messy Church conference with others from the Bestwood 6 churches

· Enjoyed the Bonfire and Fireworks Display at St Mark’s with hundreds of other people!

It has been brilliant to visit so many of our local primary schools, which are so open to having people come in and help and also share this great news we have about God and His desire to be in relationship with all His people. One of the reasons I believe for this openness is the fantastic foundation laid by so many people over the years in serving the schools and in praying for them.  Between October and December so far I have 19 assemblies and school services in my diary.  On a Tuesday I spend the afternoon at Stanstead School.  I go in for lunch and then in the afternoon I am mentoring three boys who are in Year 3.  In November I am going to start going in to Rise Park School each Thursday lunch time to “hang out” and get to know the pupils.  

It has also been great to meet with council staff and visit The Ridge and the William Old Youth Centre.  On a Thursday night once a fortnight between now and Christmas I am going into the Youth Centre in the evenings to get to know the local young people.  I was there during the half term for one of the sessions, to meet the staff and the young people.  The young people are really friendly and the centre is brilliant as it has so many facilities.  I think there will be long term possibilities for us to work in partnership with the council and these centres.  Please pray for these opportunities and wisdom / discernment.

I met with all the councillors for the Bulwell Forest Ward.  We discussed the lack of provision for young people in the Top Valley / Rise Park area.  They are keen to see things happen. We are going to do a survey amongst the local young people who live in these areas to see what they would like to do and when and also try and get a group of them together to form a steering group / youth forum so they are involved in whatever we eventually do.  The Church on Rise Park and Stella’s Space within that is a superb venue for this to happen.  We are also in the very early stages of discussions with a charity that works with children and young people who may base themselves in the area and we could potentially partner with them.

On Sunday morning at Bestwood Park Church we have seen an increase in the number of children and families coming along.  The other week we had 9 kids!!!  In January we are starting at Kids Church which will be happening during the morning service.  We have a team of volunteers and during November we will be meeting together to plan what we will be doing and to sort the rooms out.  We also hope to embark on a mini refurbishment project at Bestwood Park.  We are looking at getting a new kitchen, developing a community lounge room and decorating the toilets and hall way.  At the moment we are waiting for designs and quotations from builders and then we will be applying for funding to cover all the costs of the project. 

Other things I am pondering about and chatting to people about is starting up a Messy Church congregation and the possibility of having student youth and children’s workers in partnership with other churches in the area and circuit and also the funding to make all the above happen.

Thank you again for all your support and encouragement.  If you want to know any more about the above please do get in touch. chris.easton1@googlemail.com   or 07828970959   God Bless 
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Please pray….

· for Chris Easton as he approaches Westglade and Henry Whipple Primary Schools and that  doors start to open at Big Wood and Top Valley secondary schools.

· for Bestwood Park Church as they embark on the beginning of their refurbishment project. 

· for the Faith and Light Service taking place at Bestwood Park Church.

· for the Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Appeal and it’s success as it brings joy to children overseas. 
· for the Foodbank Initiative, may the planning continue positively and enough volunteers be found. 
‘We are a community united by Gods’ Love. Our values: Caring, Compassion, Consistency, Collaboration’


