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A belated Happy New Year to you all. I hope you have had a good start to the year! It seems like our minds have only just moved in to 2013 and we are already half way through the first month. Details of meetings, events, a Lent Course and a party that we have planned amongst the 6 Churches are trickling in slowly, so please read on to learn more, and get a few dates for your diaries, so we have a good representation from all! 

The Partnership for Missional Church work continues, with even greater pace this year. Their first meeting is on 9th February at Bestwood Park Church. Please see the notes supplied by Elizabeth to get the latest detail on progress. 
I had my first experience of food distribution with the Bestwood and Bulwell FOODBANK this week. Unfortunately, the snow and ice probably restricted some people from popping in to collect their much needed food parcels but we did have one client who gratefully received 10 meals worth of food. The organisation is fantastic, shelves pre-stocked with categorised food in date order, as well as pre-made up bags for single people, families of 2, 4 and 5+. The FOODBANK is distributing on average 1 tonne of food a month and just about breaking even, with the same amount being donated. I felt like the project is a real opportunity to bring members of the 6 Churches together and generate a real community spirit amongst us to use as the base for further outreach work. We certainly had a good opportunity to have a coffee and chat on Thursday (once we’d updated all the records, weighed in new food and ticked others jobs off the list, of course!) So don’t forget when you are in the aisles of Tesco, Sainsburys etc, pop a little something extra in for FOODBANK and either leave it within your church collection area or bring it down when the centre is open for distribution – Tuesday and Thursday 1pm– 3pm and Saturday mornings. Volunteers are always welcome, please contact your local representative to find our more or drop me an e-mail and I’ll put you in touch.  
Lastly, from me, please send me details of any events or information you want publishing to the wider group of Churches at any time during the month. E-mail to lisa.maddison@gmail.com. If you have any improvement comments on REVEAL I’d really appreciate these too! 
February and onwards
Saturday 2nd February, 2.30pm. Regional Faith and Light Candlemas Service at Bestwood Park Church. Everyone is welcome to join in this very special celebration service. 

Saturday 9th February, 10.00am- 3.00pm.  Joint Church Councils meet at Bestwood Park Church. This get together will be a ‘bring and share’ lunch, so please come with you a plate of food for a common table. Read on to find an outline of the purpose for the day and a summary of the Spiritual Discernment Day in October. 

Wednesday 13th February, 7.30pm, Ash Wednesday Holy Communion at Emmanuel - Joint Service for the Bestwood 6 Churches.

Sunday 17th February, 3pm. Faith and Light. This is the regular service, held at Bestwood Park Church. For further details contact Christine Billson at cbillson4@hotmail.com

Saturday 20th April, 6.30pm - A joint Bestwood 6 Ceilidh at Henry Whipple. A great opportunity to get together, have some fun and celebrate the growing relationships across our six churches.

Please book this date in your dairy and look out for further information about this event.

Partnership for Missional Church -The Next Stage

What is Partnership for Missional Church (PMC)?

Nearly three years ago the six Anglican and Methodist churches of Bestwood began a process of coming together in mutual support and mission, looking to share ministry and resources. Working collaboratively, we developed a shared vision, “To reveal Jesus to all people”. As part of this journey of discovery and development, we decided that we needed to understand more about ourselves and our neighbours – the communities God has placed us here to serve, and other churches, agencies, and individuals at work in our area. This is what we have been doing with the Partnership for Missional Church. We believe that God is out there, already at work in our communities. We just need to find out where, and join him.

What have we been doing

Each of the six church councils was asked to appoint one of its members to work, together with the ministers, on this project, as members of the PMC Steering Team. Over the last year we have spent time collecting and reflecting on a vast amount of information. This includes:

· The views members of each congregation

· Each church’s finances, patterns of attendance etc.

· The history and significant events in the life of each church

· Social and economic data of the population around us

· Use of our buildings

· Values, opinions and activities of the people who live in our parishes

In October, we summarised and shared this information to members from all the churches. During a day of spiritual discernment, we asked them to reflect and begin to answer the question, “What might God be calling our churches to be and to do with him in our community?”

Throughout this year, we have allowed God to guide and shape us. Through a process known as “Dwelling in the Word” the church leadership and councils have committed time at all of our meetings, as well as is preaching, to reflect and respond to chosen passages from Philippians and Luke. This will continue through the next year.

Where to next?

The PMC Steering and members of each of the church’s councils will meet together on  Saturday 9th February. Here we will look at what God may be saying to us as a result of the Spiritual Discernment day that we held in October. We will again be led by Annie Dickinson, who has been assisting us since our first coming together as the Bestwood 6.

On that day we will look to identify one or two missional challenges for our churches to work on over the next year. The nature of these, as yet undiscovered, challenges will be to look at new ways of being church, challenging our existing values and culture. We will look to identify people from within our congregations who will lead this stage of the process, through creativity, teamwork, and partnership.

During the coming months, our journey will be about of some of our church members helping to build a new Christian community here in Bestwood, with new partners from outside of our churches. It will be about experimenting and trying new things as we transform ourselves into a community joining in with God’s mission to reveal Jesus to all people.

Summary from Bestwood 6 Discernment Day October 2012

Following presentations based on the Timeline Event, the Listening Leader report and the Church Future Finder we split into groups to explore the following question from three different perspectives:-

What might God be calling our churches to be and to do with him in our community?
Tradition

Summary of small group discussion around the tradition of our churches and our understanding of the Scriptures (especially what we have been learning from Dwelling in the Word in Luke and Phillippians) plus confessions, music (hymns,choruses) art, worship and prayer, saints and those who have gone before in the congregations.

Throughout the Gospels we see examples of love, sharing and relationship building.

· Unity building relationships between and across the 6  -Phil 1:27-2:5-11

· to be nurtured and discipled ( apprenticeship)

· To be incarnational

· Love to be shared with community  -

·  parable of lost sheep

· John 1:1-14

· Great commission

· How it can be done 


· women at the  well – small things

·  feeding of 5000 – eating together both sacramental or shared meal or service ie feeding others

· Relationships with our communities

· The cross as symbol of sacrifice and a sacrificial way of living

· Prayer 

pray before go out

· Tradition

· Anglican tradition of worshipping presence within and for the community

· Methodist tradition of social action

Culture and Society

Discussion in small groups trying to ascertain what our culture might be saying to us. This is about what people around us think is important – what do they put value on – and of course when they put value on something an institution often grows up around that e.g. our society values education and so we build schools. 
· Culture characterised as diverse and fast moving shaped by multi- media and the ability to communicate 24/7. 

· The nature of change within our local communities. 

· The decline in secular activities locally.

· No natural hub for communities.

· Within our communities there is a hunger for relationship and for community. 

· Community feel has changed and people don’t necessarily neighbour each other. 

· There is no listening to each other . 

· There is a need for face to face relationship. 

· We need to stop and listen.

· The church is an occasional point of contact

· The counter cultural work that church can offer in relationship building.

Experience of the Faithful

Small group discussion on our churches looking at our experience of church and discussed ways in which we may need to be church in the future.

· Challenges facing of us

· people’s different spiritual needs 

· peoples different expectations about worship

· is church a welcoming place

· filling pews

· reaching children and families

· Discipleship and Nurture 

· Relationship and community building; 

· speaking out for the poor; 

· living a life worthy of the gospel; 

· enabling people to put down roots into our congregations; 

· developing prayer life.

· Role of leaders

· To enable discipleship, 

· to enable others to go out in mission, 

· How do we equip our people to be mature disciples and a living Christian community?

· Thinking of the picture of the tacking sail boat – we are in danger of being blown about and not finishing the things we start.

Summary of the Discernment Day .
· A common theme that emerged through all our discussions was the need to live in a manner worthy of the Gospel.

· We need to concentrate on relationships – with God and our neighbours/communities

· We need to provide space for people.

· We should listen to God and to each other.

· We need to serve the community we have got!  

· We need to do more on finding out who/what our community is and what their needs are.

· We need to embrace our communities more – “Hug a hoodie (or someone from Bestwood.”

· Use the imagery of washing people’s feet – it’s not necessarily pleasant but says so much.

· We need to do more than look outside our own 4 walls – we need to look outside our 24 walls!

· We need to stay true to our faith but seek to be relevant too.

· We need to work in small ways to make a big difference.
Just as a reminder - Saturday 9th February, 10.00am- 3.00pm.  Joint Church Councils meet at Bestwood Park Church. This get together will be a ‘bring and share’ lunch, so please come with you a plate of food for a common table. Read on to find an outline of the purpose for the day and a summary of the Spiritual Discernment Day in October. 

And finally, please pray for: 

· The Messy Church activities planned for 2013, both new and old. 
· The members of our Churches who attend the PMC meeting on the 9th February. 
· FOODBANK volunteers and those in great need of its resource. 
· The elderly or infirm, struggling with our weather conditions. 
· Enjoyment, engagement and worship during the Faith and Light Services. 
· Our Leadership Teams as they prepare for the Lent Courses. 

· All involved in Poverty and Homeless action weeks – may they gain support for their efforts. 

For future additions of REVEAL and if you would like something sending out in the interim for prayer amongst our communities, please send any prayer requests to lisa.maddison@gmail.com 

Lent Course


During lent each of our churches will be following the same course.


‘Growing Disciples’, using the Diocesan study materials.


If you are unable to attend the lent course in your own church you are welcome to join one of the other groups either for the whole course or part of it.


	Bestwood Park		Monday morning at 11.30am


	Rise Park			Monday at 7.30pm


	St Matthews and St Philips	Wednesday Evening 7.30pm at St Philips


	Emmanuel			Wednesday Evening at 7.30pm in Emmanuel Church


	St Mark’s			Thursday evenings at 7.30pm at Greg and Kirsty Cowley’s 


Nabbs Lane Hucknall NG5 6JP 











‘We are a community united by Gods Love. Our values: Caring, Compassion, Consistency, Collaboration’


