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As we settle back in to the autumn months and the cold, windy days start, let us spare a thought for the homeless of this country, those forced to find food and shelter day by day. Let us pray the Harvest Festival collections that have been gathered, across our county, will go towards helping some of them. 

A big thank you to all those who have helped with the Harvest Festival Experience, organised by Elizabeth for our local schools. Thank you also to those who have supported the Partnership for Missional Church (PMC) discussions so well, this has been a very successful launch so far, let us pray for its continued success and direction.  

This edition of REVEAL calls for the kettle to be put on (or wine to be poured!), a comfy chair and reading glasses (if so required!). There’s plenty to read, digest and get you thinking! Chris Easton has provided an update on his latest activities, in addition to Elizabeth and the PMC teams providing a summary of the recent discernment day and related research documents that were presented. Enjoy!  

As always, please send me details of any events or information you want publishing to the wider group of Churches at any time during the month. E-mail to lisa.maddison@gmail.com. 
October 
Sunday October 21st 2.45pm. Faith and Light - theme Potato Harvest Celebration, everyone very welcome. Contact person Christine Billson at cbillson4@hotmail.com
Saturday 27th October 7 – 9pm. ESMYC Light Party at St Mark’s. 


November and onwards
Friday 2nd November – St Mark’s Bonfire and Fireworks. Church open for food from 6pm, Bonfire will be lit at 6.30pm, Fireworks from 7pm. Always a great event and FREE to watch!! 
Sunday 4th November - Joint Service at 6.30pm at Peoples Church.

Wednesday 7th November, 7.30pm - Deanery Synod at St. Phillips Top Valley, for discussions around the 20/20 plans etc. 

Sunday November 18th, 2.45pm. Faith and Light - theme shoe box Celebration, please come and join us. Contact person Christine Billson at cbillson4@hotmail.com
November 24th - Murder Mystery evening at Emmanuel Tickets £12.00
Sunday 2nd December, St Mark’s Church, 6pm. - During the weeks leading up to advent the Bestwood 6 churches will again be following a joint sermon series as we together discern God’s direction for us. We are planning to have a combined service for Advent on Sunday 2nd December at St Mark’s, 6.00pm.
An update from Chris Easton on the success of Messy Church within the Bestwood 6!

“We launched Messy Church at Bestwood Park Church in February of this year. To date we have had eight Messy Church gatherings and one Messy Church holiday club during the summer holidays. We have been amazed at how many people have been coming along and getting involved. At each Messy Church gathering we have between 50 - 70 children, parents and carers and a team of around 20 helpers.

Each Messy Church gathering has three elements;
Welcome with lots of arts & crafts linked to the bible theme.
Worship and short talk
Meal together

We ran a three day holiday club during the first week of the summer holidays. We also took Messy Church to Southglade Live. Southglade Live was a council run event held at Southglade Sports Centre and around the park. We took some arts & crafts and publicity for Messy Church and we were swamped for four hours. It was an incredible opportunity to work alongside other community groups and the council but more strategically talk to 100's of children and adults about Messy Church.

Messy Church continues at Bestwood Park Church once every three / four weeks on a Thursday 4.30 - 6pm. We are also planning a Messy Church Carol Service on Sunday the 23rd December at 4pm. Over this past month Bestwood Park Church building has had a mini makeover. Funding was secured from an external funder and the Methodist Circuit to redecorate the entrance hall and toilets, create a community room out of an old classroom and also for a new kitchen.

Messy Church at The Church on Rise Park launched on Thursday 11th October.  At Church on Rise Park we have been exploring, planning and preparing for sometime. We have a great team of helpers and publicity has gone out to every pupil at Rise Park and Stanstead Primary Schools.  We will be running Messy Church once a month and are planning a Messy Church Carol Service on Sunday 23rd December at 10.30am.

We are looking at setting up a third Messy Church and are hoping to launch in September 2013. This third one will be based in the parish of St Matthews / St Philips and we are dreaming about running it in one of the local primary schools.

Please continue to pray for Messy Church. Give thanks for those that are coming to Messy Church at Bestwood Park Church and pray that relationships will develop and children and their parents / carers will grasp the themes we explore. Please pray for the success of the newly launched Messy Church at Church on Rise Park. Finally pray as we explore the launch of a third Messy Church on the Bestwood Estate.

Messy Church started in the UK around 8 years ago. There are now 100's of Messy Church gatherings across the UK and in other parts of the world. A recent survey has discovered / revealed that around 220,000 children and adults are attending Messy Church each month.

If you would like more info or to get involved please do get in touch.
Chris Easton, 07828970959, Chris.Easton1@googlemail.com"

Please keep reading for the update on PMC (Partnership for Missional Church) and prayers for the coming weeks. 
Feedback from the Partnership for Missional Church Discernment Day on 6th October 2012

We had a good morning together with representatives from our Church Councils and leaders of ministry teams. We began with time Dwelling in the Word using Philippians 1:27 – 2:5-11. Members of the steering group then took turns to present three reports (attached to REVEAL e-mail); 

· Bestwood 6 Timeline Summary - A reflection on the joint time line event held in May, 

· Spiritual Discernment Listening Leaders  - A reflection on the listening leader interviews with respect to the Bestwood 6 

· Bestwood 6 Church Future Finder report - A reflection on the data collected about the six churches and our surrounding communities.

After a short break we divided into groups to discuss the following question drawing on the findings from the reports and ‘What might God be calling our churches to be and to do with him in our community?’

At the end of the morning the steering group undertook to take forward these discussions, and the church councils to support this work. 

Steering group: We pledge to prayerfully reflect and lead forward those things that have emerged during our discussions today so that our joint Vision ‘to reveal Jesus to all people’ becomes a reality. 

PCC members and ministry team leaders: We commit to praying and supporting the work of the steering group. We commit to doing all we can to make our Vision ‘to reveal Jesus to all people’ a reality.
Prayer 
Loving God
You have created a world rich in resources
for all to enjoy
yet many of your children live in poverty and need.
You have created us in your image
To live together as one family
Yet many live in loneliness and despair.
As we recall how Jesus transformed 
the lives of those he met
may we too reach out to our sisters and brothers
both far and near
to make that transforming love real in our communities today. Amen.
And finally, as we move forward towards November, please pray for: 

· A safe Bonfire and Fireworks night at St Mark’s, Bestwood Village and across the county as thousands celebrate. 

· The continued success of Messy Church
· Chris Easton as he leads the children’s activities across our Churches, especially for Messy Church.  

· The new worship course, for willing attendees with openness to leading worship. 

· The homeless and hungry both local to us, and afar. 
· Enjoyment, engagement and worship during the Faith and Light Services

· The youth within our Churches, particularly those attending ESMYC. 

· Successful discussions around the 20/20 vision for our Deanery. 

· Continually improving relations between the Bestwood 6, at all levels – congregation, leadership, church councils and children. 
· Those who attended the discernment day for the Partnership for Missional Church (PMC), may we all find the direction required and energy to support this inspirational project. 

For future additions of REVEAL and if you would like something sending out in the interim for prayer amongst our communities, please send any prayer requests to lisa.maddison@gmail.com 

Worship Course





Greg Cowley, the Worship Leader at St. Mark’s is planning to run a worship course. The course is aimed at anyone with a heart for worship, whether or not you are already involved in leading worship in your church.


The course will initially be run over seven sessions covering topics such as ‘Why is Worship central?’, ‘Encountering God’ and ‘The Effective Team’ although it will also be flexible enough to allow for practical music sessions.


If you are interested in this course then please email or phone Greg (� HYPERLINK "mailto:greg.cowley@ntlworld.com" �greg.cowley@ntlworld.com� or 0115 8401689) letting him know you’re interested and your availability so that a suitable time for the course can be arranged.











‘We are a community united by Gods’ Love. Our values: Caring, Compassion, Consistency, Collaboration’


